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Abstract

This article aimed to analyze the discourse patterns concerning "Lamduan’
as an important plant in the culture of Sisaket urban society during 1939 — 2022. Lam-
duan is the national flower of the new nation-building era of the Kingdom of Cambodia,
bordering the southern province of Sisaket. From the study, it was found that during
the traditional period to the creation of the nation, the mainstream discourse of the
Lamduan flower has long been associated with the way of life of the Sisaket people
since before 1939. It can be seen from the carvings that depict Lamduan flowers and
Lamduan trees as a composition as well, and many Lamduan trees along the stone
castle and folk tales in Khmer culture that have been told to each other until it has
become the name of the city, namely Ban Prasat Si Liam Khok Lamduan, Muang Sri
Nakhon Lamduan, Ban Duan Yai, including the surname "Lamduan”, etc. This indicated
the Khmer ethnic group of Thailand, which reflected the past in the area of Sisaket,
where many Lamduan trees grew naturally. Until 1939 - 1981, the Lamduan flower
was a flower that appeared in government seals and slogans of Sisaket Province which
was a Khmer castle and Lamduan flowers, considered the spirit of the local people
and the provincial flower tree. Such outstandingness made Lamduan flowers to be
presented to His Majesty King Rama IX and His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej during
his visit to Sisaket in 1955, making the discourse about "Lamduan" in Sisaket society
more widespread; particularly, the opening of the area of Somdet Phra Srinagarindra
Sisaket Park with more than forty thousand Lamduan trees naturally occurring into a
public area in 1981. Between 1981 and 1988, there was a discourse about being the
first Somdet Phra Sari Nakarin Park in Thailand with many Lamduan trees, making the
interpretation of Lamduan flowers more widespread. There was a promotion of plant-
ing. It was a tree planted by King Rama X in 1987, and when formal education was
held, "Lamduan" had become part of the study of local history, culture and geography
about the names of cities in the past. The study of history, culture and local geography
concerning the names of cities in the past, combined with the creation of discourses,
promoted the Lamduan Flower Festival to be the province's annual festival every year
since 1988 until the present. Making the story of Lamduan widely known, such as the
development of the appearance of Lamduan dessert, Lamduan Malai, Lamduan as
a flower of Sisaket Rajabhat University. And it was highlighted in the first half of 2017

in the show "Civilization of Faith, Sri Pruitthesara Mantra", referring to the Khmer noble
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women who possessed both physical and ethical beauty, the pattern of the shawl

cloth that was presented as the royal dress of the Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn in
2019 and through the establishment of the province in 238 and 239 years of Sisaket in
2020 and 2021, respectively; in the matter of Lamduan woven cloth, Sri Lamduan cloth,
including ornaments and symbols containing Lamduan flowers, such as the crown of
Miss Grand Sisaket, patterns and symbols of Lamduan flowers decorated in buildings,
places, specific names, product names, names of various towns and cities, patterns in
the wreath of honor to Her Royal Highness Princess Bajrakitiyabha at the graduation
ceremony 2022, and it had been conveyed through various forms of entertainment
media such as literature, movies, dramas, songs. All of these have continued to be
popular today. In addition, the people of Sisaket also associate Lamduan with Prasat
Hin, a local spirit, making the Lamduan tree even more important. It can be regarded
as a discourse that has been completely accepted by the local people, which con-
tributes to building a sense of local conservation in another way. All of which show
the importance of "Lamduan” in the culture of Sisaket city very well. Lamduan is not
only something that provides four factors to human beings, but Lamduan also plays

a part in building culture and performing social functions.

Keywords: Lamduan, culture, Sisaket urban society, folklore
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