-

wrﬁmﬁmmw.: .J:rﬂ:unwi m@m@@
- ndumnac Lﬂwum

Journal of Isan: Art{SfandSeulture



U

/This.is.Sis

mismthailand

aUdnlusssudan
‘




NISHETUAIULYDNIIATEUN

-y} < a v Y] -y
AUN13NaNglUaUAIYIn ludIaulne

= =1 Y] v v = | o v v
: nIUANEIAUIUASINE0S uang1Udes
DLNBLIUBDIY IMIAAIESLNY

The religious syncretism and commoditization of a temple in Thai society
. A case study of Wat Ban Sang Ruang, Ya Plong Subdistrict, Mueang District,

Sisaket Province
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The objective of this article was to examine the religious syncretism and the

commoditization of a temple in Thai society: A case study of Wat Ban Sang Ruang,
Ya Plong Subdistrict, Mueang District, Sisaket Province. This article studied the
developments and changes in various aspects of Wat Ban Sang Ruang until the process
the temple uses to turn it into a tourist product. The method used was an informal
interview about the various beliefs contained within the temple, the transformation
of Wat Ban Sang Ruang, and the behavior and attitudes of the people who come
to make merit. The study interviewed 23 involved people aged 20-70, who were
divided into one monk, six temple officials, ten merit-making visitors, five merchants,
and one bus driver from Sisaket to Wat Ban Sang Ruang, and 50 respondents.
The results of the study revealed that Thai society was a multicultural society with
different cultures and different religious beliefs as in Sisaket Province. Since the
renovation and development of this temple in 1982, Wat Ban Sang Ruang has evolved
from a religious place or Buddhist temple that plays an important role and the
importance of performing important religious ceremonies of Buddhists in various as-
pects and being the anchor of the minds of the villagers in the community. At present,
this temple has taken an increasing role for the people in the community and
the general public through the development of the area into a tourist attraction
and generates one of the important incomes of Sisaket Province and was accepted

by the general public.

Keywords : Temple, Wat Ban Sang Ruang, Religious syncretism, Commoditization
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